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A Voice for Nature — Susan Kruss, 6" October 2023 

At our meeting held on October 6'", Susan Kruss was our guest 
speaker. She has almost finished her PHD in History entitled “A 
voice for nature’. I recall her telling our group about her intention 
and seeking our thoughts about the idea eight years ago. Since then 
she has borrowed our newsletters, club meeting minutes, newspaper 
articles and anything else we have kept, as well as interviewing 
members. She has also pursued articles from a wide variety of 
sources for her thesis. It will be a valuable record for the Ballarat 
Field Naturalists and indeed, Ballarat. 

Throughout her talk some common ideas emerged which remain 
today and will hopefully persist. People opposed threats and 
campaigned to preserve and appreciate nature. 


Back in 1885 25 members of FNCV travelled to Lal Lal and 
Moorabool Falls to join members of the Ballarat Field Club and 
Science Society for a picnic, companionship, learning about geology 
and appreciating the beautiful waterfalls. This was the first united 
gathering of amateur naturalists in Victoria. Buggies met the trains at 
Lal Lal to transport people but most preferred to walk, experience 
nature, pick flowers and gather butterflies and lizards. People 
travelled by train from Ballarat and a procession was led by James 
Oddie on a piebald pony and accompanied by a highland piper. 


FNCV President, Rev John Halley of the 
Congregational Church attended. He 
produced a beautiful monograph book 
‘Parrots of Australia’, in 1871 while 
living in Ballarat, these days rare and 
valuable. (left) 


Next we learnt of the Fenner family. 
who came to Australia from Germany 
seeking gold. A son, Charles, graduated 
from Melbourne University and later 
became Principal of the School of 
Mines, Ballarat. He believed in bringing 
science to “ordinary” people. He led an 
excursion to Werribee Gorge and river, 


and suggested Ballarat reform a naturalists group. He penned a letter 
to be copied on plain paper 50 times on 2 May 1915 which partly 
stated “The purpose of the club would be to meet fortnightly or 
monthly to discuss papers contributed by members on matters of 
scientific interest, also to discuss general scientific matters brought 
up by members. Field days could also be held, for those particularly 
interested in Zoology, Botany or Geology. If the club were strong, 
the matter of a small journal could be considered.” He wrote 
fortnightly articles for The Australasian newspaper under the 
pseudonym “Tellurian” which were later part of books he published, 
including Mostly Australian and Gathered Moss. He and his wife 
Peggy moved to South Australia when he was appointed 
Superintendent of Technical Education and he became Vice 
President, then President of the South Australian Field Naturalists. 


Susan then spoke about Richard Walter Richards (Dick) who 
sailed to Antarctica aged only 20, as part of Shackleton’s Ross Sea 
shore party as a physicist. He was stranded there for three years 
before rescue in 1917, awarded an Albert medal for heroic devotion 
to duty and wrote of his experiences. 


The ‘Aurora’ 


THE ROSS SEA 
SHORE PARTY 
1914-17 


-_ 


Richard Walter 
Richards 


In time he went to SMB as a maths teacher and became Principal 
from 1946-58. He married Dorothy Hambley, a teacher in the art 
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department. Wildflower shows began and raised considerable public 
interest and awareness, In 1915, a hundred cases of flowers and 
parcels arrived by train from interstate as well as Victoria. Herbert 
Williamson identified over 200 specimens. The Ballarat Star 
commended the labelling, but The Courier thought such labels 
unnecessary. At the 1916 show, wildflower paintings by Effie Baker, 
eranddaughter of Captain Baker, who was part of the 1880’s Science 
and Field Club and 1n charge of the Ballarat Observatory, were 
displayed. Funds raised from the wildflower show, through the Red 
Cross went to assist World War |. The shows gained popular 
appreciation. The Courier began to value, as did the public, the 
provision of plant identification. After he moved away, Herbert 
Williamson travelled back to identify the plants, although he really 
would have liked roots and leaves as well as the flowers! 


Dick Richards became joint secretary with Walter Collyer of the 
Science and Field Club. Jim Willis recalled Richards being a good 
speaker and notable naturalist. From 1959 a medal was established in 
Richards name to be presented annually to the best science graduate 
and this continues. Andy Arnold’s daughter has earned this medal. 


Susan then moved to more recent activities of our club and paid 
tribute to people who have done a great deal as advocates for nature 
and upholding our statement of purpose. “To stimulate interest in 
natural history and encourage the preservation and protection of the 
natural environment’. This is from our constitution in 1952. 

Early members included Allan Sonsee from Creswick, Stella 
Beddgood, whose contribution we honour annually with a public 
lecture, Jack Wheeler, Greg Binns, Peter Fry, Pat and Bill Murphy 
and many others. 


The current club’s first excursion was led by Jack Wheeler on 15" 
November 1952 — three weeks after the club was formed. Lake 
Wendouree then became a great concern to our members who 
suggested it become a sanctuary. Council rejected the suggestion and 
referred the club to the Fisheries and Game Department which 
replied that Victoria had 341 sanctuaries including 16 locally. 

An architects drawing of a proposed restaurant over the lake was 
opposed and the plan defeated. 

Power boats caused concern. Water skiing occurred for some 
years as part of the Begonia Festival causing known bird damage and 
deaths. Roger Thomas reported “Lake Wendouree, which has a 
relatively small area, shallow depth and is completely enclosed, 
should not be subjected to grave risks such as power boats.” 
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Other organisations including the National Trust, fishing groups and 
other Field Naturalists clubs agreed. Jack Wheeler, lite member of 
our club was quite opposed, being concerned about bird welfare and 
reminding council that the lake belonged to the people of Ballarat 
and that council had the responsibility of its preservation. Jack had a 
list of 148 known bird species using the lake, including three species 
breeding there that were at risk. Correspondence, meetings, 
newspaper articles, visits and excursions occurred over the years 
until eventually, after several tentative beginnings, the speed boats on 
Lake Wendouree are now limited to 5 knots on all areas of the lake. 


Susan then talked about Jack Wheeler who was well known in 
Ballarat for the articles he wrote for the Courier which would have 
influenced and encouraged many citizens to appreciate nature. His 
1000" edition was published in 1979. This was often a double page 
spread covering a variety of topics. He and Roger Thomas produced 
a useful book entitled Birds of Ballarat. Jack moved to the Geelong 
area and pioneered caring for birds which were damaged, sick or 
oiled at his home He wrote a book called The Care of Sick and 
Injured Birds. This sold 28,000 copies. Jack was awarded several 
medals for his influential work — The Australian Natural History 
medal in 1977, the British Empire medal in 1978 and an Advance 
Australia Award in 1981. Certainly Jack Wheeler was an excellent 
first president of our Field Naturalists Club. 


Roger Thomas became friends with Jack Wheeler and they 
co-wrote Nature Notes for some years until Jack’s retirement at 
which time Roger began writing the Courier Nature Notes with his 
first edition published on 24" September 1983. He has now written 
this weekly column for forty years — about 2070 issues. What a 
remarkable contribution these two men have made to readers who 
might not otherwise read much about nature, certainly fulfilling 
Ballarat Field Naturalists aims and objectives. 


Susan then moved to a project which occupied club members 
from the 1980s. At this time a Lake Wendouree Advisory 
Committee was established with John Gregurke representing the 
club. This committee suggested an audio visual of the lake would be 
helpful aid for tourists, interested locals and schools. The audio 
visual was to cover history of the lake, its trees, the lake edge, life in 
the lagoon, seasonal changes, management of the lake and 
recreational uses. A group of John Gregurke, Greg Binns, Pat and 
Bull Murphy and Stephanie Davidson began gathering appropriate 
slides. Other members also took photographs so that about 600 were 
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submitted with 250 selected. An initial grant of $250 from Ballarat 
Council, donations, equipment lent and aerial photographs all 
assisted in making the project come together. In 1995 a further grant 
was provided to develop and produce a CD ROM titled Lake 
Wendouree — A Living Lake. A set of the slides has been donated to 
the Ballarat Historical Society to be part of their Capture the Vision 
project. Unfortunately with changes in technology the CD can no 
longer be played by current equipment. 


Susan finished her 
presentation about this 
point, but quickly scanned 
through a few more slides 
which indicated she had 
intended to cover more of 
the club’s environmental 
activities including work on 
the Linton Block, support 
for preservation of the 
Canadian forest and 
establishment of the 
Woowookarung Regional 
Park. ‘Claire and Peter Dalman 
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Birds of Ballarat 23 April 1983 


Jack Wheeler > Jack with Roger Thomas 1983 


The Frogs of Mullawallah — FNCB Excursion 
led by Ray Draper. Saturday 7 October 

|Report by Andy Arnold] 
Ray Draper has had 40 years’ experience working with reptiles and 
amphibians He has spent the last 30 years working on the Growling 
Grass Frog and has run an environmental consultancy for the past 24 
years. He is a past president of the Victorian Herpetological Society 
(for Reptiles and Amphibians) and has been a member of threatened 
species recovery teams in Victoria for the Eastern Barred Bandicoot 
and the Brolga. Ray also told us that his interest in reptiles began 
whilst working in the crocodile industry 1n Queensland. 


Ray said that he specialises in conducting frog surveys utilising a 
play back system. He then provided us with a pre-excursion talk 
highlighting photographs and calls from frog species from western 
Victoria, the aim being for us to be able to identify frogs by their 
calls on our excursion to Mullawallah Wetland but also frogs in the 
broader area around Ballarat. 

He told us that Growling Grass Frog is a species that he has 
focussed on and has done surveys for Coliban Water at Trentham. It 
is a species that is temperature dependent and requires 18 to 25 
degrees for breeding and won't breed outside that range of 
temperatures. “The adult diet is invertebrates, but small vertebrates 
can be taken. It is a ‘frog eater’ eating frogs of other species and 
cannibalistic on small GGF which may account for its susceptibility 
to Amphibian Chytrid Fungus”. 
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The Pobblebonk or Eastern Banjo Frog is often found in Ballarat 
gardens under weeds. Its colour varies with the background where it 
is found. Playback is very effective with this species. 

The Common Spade Toad or Frog is a nocturnal species which Ray 
has recorded from Ross Creek. Its distinguishing feature is a large 
metatarsal tubercle (hard section) on the rear foot for digging. 
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The Mallee Spadefoot Toad can hide in the soil until it rains. The 
Striped Marsh Frog is light brown to dull golden and has a single 
short call - ‘poc’. A similar smaller species is the Spotted Marsh 
Frog. This has different calls depending on where it 1s found. “The 
southern call race produces a single sharp note “chik’ like the sound 
of two stones being struck together”. The Southern Brown Tree 
Frog also has green individuals. The Victorian Smooth Froglet 
breeds in gilgai (small depressions) and can actually drown in deep 
water. It calls in March April and May. Its calls have changed in 
recent years and there are colour variants and on its underside, there 
are variations in patterns. The Southern Smooth Froglet occurs at 
least 40km south of Ballarat and has pink skin in the groin. 
Bibron’s Toadlet is listed as Endangered in Victoria. The underside 
is boldly marbled in black and white. Identifying the Southern 
Toadlet is challenging. It has calls that are hard to distinguish and 
multiple tape recordings have been tried to determine identity. The 
Common Froglet is “Victoria’s most common and widespread 
species’. It tolerates disturbance and “copes with Amphibian 
Chytrid Fungus, acting as a ‘reservoir’ host for the pathogen. The 
Plains Froglet has variable colour and pattern and often with 
‘boomerang’ shaped pattern and the call like a long squelch 
repeated. Calls used to be mainly in January and February but it now 
seems to call all year around. 
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Ray provided us with a brief description of typical frog habitats and 
then showed a chart of frog decline. Reasons for decline were a 
combination of threats; draining of wetlands; air pollution; water 
pollution; (due to frogs’ vulnerable skin) mosquito fish; domestic 
stock; destruction of habitat; Chytrid fungus; and ultraviolet 


7 


radiation. 

Ray then spoke about the Growling Grass Frog project dating 
from its listing as a Threatened Species in 2000. Chytrid fungus is 
believed to have been introduced to Australia in 1956 resulting 
from the introduction of the African Clawed frog for pregnancy 
testing. The disease was dormant until 1989 which probably 
coincided with the first indication of warmer winters. The Chytrid 
Fungus mapping project was set up and samples were taken to test 
from a wide range of habitats. Ray showed us slides of the 
devastating effect that Chytrid Fungus has on frogs causing 
‘matting’ of the fungus under the skin — a fatal condition. He talked 
about the importance of field hygiene. He uses F10 or bleach and 
this is applied to footwear and it's also important when handling 
frogs to use latex gloves. Some of the key things are not to transport 
water from wetlands, and not to translocate frogs, and keep vehicles 
away from wetland areas. It's important to destroy contaminated 
material by burning. Before entering the field on our excursion Ray 
gave us some quick safety tips on snake behaviour and what to do if 
encountering tiger snakes or other snakes. 


Arriving at Mullawallah Wetland just after 5:30pm we gathered at 
the start of the boardwalk for a locality briefing from Ray. Some 
Club members who attended the recent talk by Nadiah Roslan from 
the Australian Museum and have downloaded the FrogID ap were 
keen to make their own recordings of frog calls in the wetland and 
walked out along the board walk around the fringes of the wetland. 
Hopefully there will be a further opportunity to report back at our 
December meeting on the results once the submitted recordings 
have been validated. Roger commented on several flights of Straw - 
necked Ibis that were observed returning from the west to their 
roosting sites on constructed islands in the wetland. It was also 
noted that the aquatic plant White Purslane was in flower. 

We thank Ray for a most interesting and informative talk which 
enhanced our opportunity to listen to the frogs of Mullawallah. 


Some of the birds seen at Mullawallah wetlands 


Musk Duck Blue-billed Duck Eurasian Coot 
Black Swan Australasian Grebe Australian Reed- 
Australian Wood Hoary-headed Grebe Warbler 

Duck Little Pied Cormorant 

Australasian Shoveler Purple Swamphen 

Grey Teal Baillon's Crake 


Pacific Black Duck | Dusky Moorhen 
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Mullawallah wetlands—image Carol H 


Vale Margaret Rotheram 

On the 21st October 2023 we lost another esteemed member of our 
club - Margaret Rotheram. Margaret was awarded Life Membership 
of the FNCB in July 2019 and was the recipient of our Club Award 
of Merit Medal in 2000. Whilst she hadn’t lived in the Ballarat 
region for a number of years, she continued to enjoy nature and was 
always an avid reader of our newsletter, regularly providing 
encouragement and thanks to committee members and our 
newsletter editor through delightful hand-written cards. 


In a very generous gesture, her son Auston has let us know that she 
wished to both make a donation to the Club upon her passing and 
requested that donations be made to our Club in lieu of flowers, in 
memory of her. 

Other tributes 

From Susan Kruss: "She was a lovely person and a great help with 
my research." 


From Roger Thomas: "Margaret was a reporter at The Courier, and 
often helped to bring various environmental topics before its readers. 
As a Courier employee, and fellow naturalist, she greatly assisted 
Jack Wheeler in his last few years as “Nature Notes” writer before ill 
health forced his retirement from that position in 1983. Jack was 
very grateful for her assistance.” 
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The Great Southern BioBlitz will be 
held on iNaturalist from Friday 24" 
to Monday 27" November. 

The world-wide City Nature Challenge 1s 
held each year in the northern 
hemisphere spring and is hugely popular. 
But as that 1s autumn for us, some 
southern hemisphere naturalists got 
together and created the Great Southern 
BioBlitz so that we could record what 
happens in spring in our half of the 
world. The GSB was first held in 2020, and we have participated 
every year. 

The Ballarat Region Project for 2023 has been created, and you can 
join now to keep up to date with any announcements, and to see 
what observations are made once the BioBlitz starts: 
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/great-southern-bioblitz-2023- 
ballarat-region 

The project will automatically collect any observations, by anyone, 
made in our area during the BioBlitz, so joining the project is not 
essential for your observations to count. 

The Ballarat Region is a bit smaller this year. Castlemaine Field 
Naturalists have taken over the Hepburn East area (the area around 
Daylesford). 

Last year we had a successful day BioBlitzing with Emily at 
Clarkesdale, although floods caused the cancellation of another 
planned group BioBlitz at Mt Erip. The late November timing this 
year, combined with possible El Nifio weather, may make for less 
than ideal conditions of a different kind. 

Whether participating in a group BioBlitz, or BioBlitzing your own 
backyard, you could find something you’ve never seen before. 
Happy observing! Vireya Jacquard 


Club outing to Clarkesdale Feb 24th to record for the Bioblitz 
-From late morning into the afternoon to visit and photograph at 


several sites, after Members have seen the Von Mueller collection at 
the Mechanics Institute 


We have arranged a Club visit to the Ballarat Mechanics 
Institute Sturt St on Friday 24th November at 10am. to view 
their collection of the Baron Von Mueller plant specimens. 

As they would like to know the number of people who can attend, 


could you please reply to Margaret Rich 
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Show and Tell— a frog phenomena— Judith Bailey 

On the 3rd Oct I was invited to give a talk to the Little River Land- 
care group about protecting the night sky. On leaving, the usual 
warning about Kangaroos was given whilst driving late at night. 
However, upon going outside, an omen of what was to follow 
occurred. As I stepped outside to walk to my car, a frog on the 
concrete path hopped onto the nearby grass. Little River had missed 
out on the rain before that night and whilst giving my talk, it finally 
came down heavily. I saw no kangaroos on the drive home, instead 
hundreds and hundreds of frogs! After the dry spell the frogs were 
out enjoying the rain, so many that I slowed right down until 
reaching the Ballan-Geelong Road at 
Anakie, after which frog numbers 
dropped, but still the occasional one, all 
the way home to Clarendon. I stopped 
once to take a photo and a Spotted Grass 
Frog was sitting in the middle of the road 
in a puddle. Others on the move were too 
quick to catch. There may have been 
different species of course. 


“Underground Lovers — Encounters with Fungi’. 
Alison Pouliot NewSouth Publishing. 


Whether you have a specialist interest in 
fungi or are just keen on understanding 
the functions of fungi in ecosystems, this 
book will provide a lively and detailed 
Spe) Sep OTe eee ae look at the subject. Organised into 
chapters with names such as “No such 
thing as a bad fungus” and “Fung, fire 
and ice’ based on the different functions 
of fungi and their locations around the 
world, Alison’s enthusiastic style makes 
for compelling reading. She attends 
conferences, makes presentations, talks to 
experts and uses impromptu meetings 
with locals who know their “patch” 
| intimately to extend her knowledge. She 
~ has mixed feelings about the use of citizen 
science databases which could create “hotspots” attracting too many 
people, thus threatening the very existence of rare species. 
Thoroughly recommended Carol Hall 


ENCOUNTERS WITH FUNGI 
ALISON POULIOT 


1] 


Summery of the FNCB Club Meeting Minutes held 7.30pm, 
Oct 6, 2023 
President Margaret Rich welcomed 22 members in person and eight 
members and a visitor via Zoom. 
Apologies: J. Petheram, E. Bird. 


Guest Speaker: “Inspiring stories from the FNCB’s illustrious past” 
were presented by honorary Club member and Federation 
University PhD Candidate Susan Kruss. Peter and Claire 

have kindly volunteered to write-up this presentation 


Business Arising from Previous Club Meeting on September 1, 2023 
- Elva, with input from other committee members and tech support 


from her daughter, has put-together a one-page promotional flyer to 
hand-out to attendees at the Friends of Ballarat Botanical Gardens’ 
Biodiversity Group “Wilding Your Garden” event on October 14. 
We are looking for more volunteers to promote our club at this event 
and/or help with setting up/ packing up our small display/ banner. 
Sheree, Margaret, Elspeth and John P have so far volunteered. 


- The Committee has approved a letter documenting the terms of 
re-housing the library at Clarkesdale so cataloguing, stamping and 
moving publications in our library can begin. 


. Business Arising from Correspondence: 
- A club representative has been invited to attend the Environment 


Victoria AGM in Melb. on Thursday 26th October from 5.30pm. 
Judith will attend on FNCB’s behalf. 

- A club representative has been invited to attend Bunanyung 
Landscape Alliance’s AGM in Buninyong, Tues. 31st October from 
5.30pm. Andy A. will attend on FNCB’s behalf. 

- James Hosking has been accepted as a member of the FNCB. 
Please give him a warm welcome and introduce yourselves when 
you get a chance. 

- Emily provided an update on efforts to get our Club’s biodiversity- 
related documents including newsletters, incorporated into Museum 
Victoria’s Biodiversity Heritage Library. 


Treasurer's Report 
Opening bal. (as at Sep. 1):$9,263.86 


Income $91.80 
Expenses:$362.04 
Closing bal.: $8,993.62 
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Motion: that the Treasurer’s Report be accepted & tabled invoices 
(newsletter printing and Royal Horticultural Society membership and 
Public/ Products Liability & Volunteer Workers insurance) be 
approved for payment. 

Moved: K. Elder Seconded: A. Arnold Carried. 


Recent event reports: Emily reported on the encouraging response to 
a 15-minute presentation about FNCB and 2 4 hour guided, 
field-natting walk she recently provided for VNPA’s Nature 
Stewards, along with FNCB promotion at the FoCC Koala Forum by 
Elva and at the Ballarat Senior’s Expo by Val, Emily and Elva, 
where they were kept busy answering questions and providing 
information to many of the 300 attendees. 


General Business 

¢ Saturday 7th October field trip, 4.30-7.00pm: Frogs of the Ballarat 
region, to be led by Ray Draper. Ray will first present a talk in our 
usual meeting room in the Federation University building, before we 
head to Mullawallah Wetlands, Lucas Lane, Cardigan, at approx. 
5.30pm to look at the frog habitat, listen to the frogs and try to 
identify and record them on the Frog ID App. 


¢ Volunteers needed to write up the field trips to Mt Beckworth 
in November and Sunset Sanctuary/ Clarkesdale Bird Sanctuary 
in December for the monthly newsletter. Please contact Emily to 
volunteer. 


¢ John G has offered to lead a mid-week afternoon Wildflower 
Walk for FNCB members at Woowookarung Regional Park. It 
will take place on Tuesday 31st Oct at 1.30pm. We will follow 
the pop-up trail organised by volunteers from our club and the 
Friends of Canadian Corridor. 

Meet at the carpark at the Dementia Friendly Forest and Sensory 
Trail on Katy Ryans Rd. If you can’t make it, the wildflower trail 
signage for a self-guided walk will be in place from Sunday 

29th Oct. to Sunday 5th Nov. 


¢ Planning for the Stella Bedggood Memorial Lecture, Nov. 3rd, 
Emily is working on the promotional flyer with Pete. If you can, 


please arrive at 6.30pm to help set up the room for our 
biggest event of the year, bring flowers and vases to decorate the 
room and a plate of supper to share. We haven’t officially started 
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promoting the event yet and we’re already receiving expressions of 
interest in attending. 


¢ Kathy shared her sincere thanks for the many kind messages she 
had received from members since Bill’s death and invited everyone 
to attend a memorial celebration at their place on Sunday 29th Oct 
In addition to the details already provided via email, she requested 
that people bring along some greenery or flowers to decorate an 
arbour, adapted from monkey bars built by Bill, as part of the 
celebration of Bill’s life. 


9. Show & Tell/ Field Reports 

¢ Claire brought along lovely, prolifically flowering specimens of 
Olearia phlogopappa and Boronia megastigma from her garden. 

¢ Peter D reported that Masked Lapwings Vanellus miles were again 
nesting 1n the gravel near their letterbox, having laid the first egg 
this afternoon. Upon checking his records from last year, Peter 
learned that it laid its first egg on the same day, October 6, last year. 
..Carol hoped that one of our members could provide a good photo 
of an Antechinus for the revised edition of “Discovering Ballarat’s 
Bushland”. 

¢ Andy noted that a waterbody known as “The Mirror Pool” on the 
St Georges River behind Lorne was a great place to observe 
platypus, having had many sightings whilst on a camping trip there 
last week. 

¢ Margaret reiterated Andy’s comments and mentioned that she saw 
the platypus scratching, which she had recently learnt from viewing 
“The Platypus Guardian” that it was a way they released their scent 
to attract a mate. 

¢ Kathy told us that Bill’s last email (sent less than 2 hours before he 
died) was to FNCB Life Member Roger, referring with 
appreciation to the Silky Hairstreak butterflies Pseudalmenus 
chlorinda that he and Kathy had recently re-located on and around 
an Early Black Wattle near their front gate. 

¢ Sheree reported an intimidating-looking spider with a shiny 
carapace, matt gun-metal blue-black abdomen and large fangs found 
by her husband in a power-box that did not want to leave its 
position. Emily identified the spider as a Red-headed Mouse-spider, 
Missulena occatoria. 

¢ Emily reported that the orchid season was in full swing, with 
Donkey Orchids Diuris orientis, Leopard Orchids D. pardina, 
Golden Moths D. chryseopsis, Purplish Beard-orchids Calochilus 
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robertsoniu, White Fingers Caladenia catenata, Pink Fingers C. 
carnea, Musk Caladenia C. moschata, Small Greencomb Spider- 
orchids C. parva, Waxlips Glossodia major, Nodding 

Greenhoods Pterostylis nutans and Tall Greenhoods P. melagramma 
currently flowering at Clarkesdale Bird Sanctuary. 

¢ Judith described the amazing scene of hundreds of Spotted Grass 
Frogs, Limnodynastes tasmaniensis, - see separate account 


Next Meeting: 45th Stella Bedggood Memorial Lecture: “The 
seology and diverse landscapes within 60 kilometres of 
Ballarat.” This talk will be presented by renowned botanist/ 
seologist Leon Costermans, co-author of “Stories beneath our 
feet. Exploring the geology and landscapes of Victoria and 
surrounds” released in 2022. 

When? Friday 3rd November 2023, 7.30pm in person at the 
Federation University building at the corner of Gillies St & Gregory 
St, Wendouree or via Zoom if you prefer. 


Meeting closed: 9.15pm 


Did you read the latest Castlemaine FNC Newsletter that Emily 
forwarded by email? Read their account of their visit to Roy Pail’s 
Private Wild life Sanctuary, where we are planning to go for our 
December excursion. They also visited Clarkesdale Sanctuary on 
that same weekend 


Also our December Club meeting is one where club members are 
invited to share images or bring objects themed Beauty: in the eye 
of the beholder. 

Start gathering them now—about 10 images per person. 


Sunday 5th November field trip: 

Wildflowers & birds of Mt Beckwith. 
Meet at the Federation University building, corner Gillies St and 
Gregory St, Wendouree to organise carpooling/convoy to Mt 
Beckworth, for a 9.30am sharp departure. Estimated finish time: | 
4pm. Once Emily and Roger have scoped the field trip next week, a 
lunch-time meeting point will also be provided to members. 
Advice for members: wear appropriate clothing and clean, sturdy 
shoes. You could bring binoculars, camera, magnifying lens, field © 
guides, morning tea, lunch, thermos, camp chair and insect sa 
repellent. 


Excursions and Meetings 
Fri 3rd Nov Stella Bedggood Memorial Lecture: Leon Costermans 
60 kilometres around Ballarat: the geology and diverse landscapes" 


S un 5th Nov Roger Thomas and Emily Noble Wildflowers & birds 
of Mt Beckwith 


Future events 
Fri Dec Ist Members Images Beauty: in the eye of the beholder 


Sun Dec 3rd_2pm—9J pm Roy Pails and Emily Noble -visit Roy’s 
fauna sanctuary in Berringa; Clarkesdale Bird Sanctuary for picnic 
tea, then back to Roy’s sanctuary. 


Next Committee meeting Tuesday 21st Nov at 7.30 pm via zoom 


Club meetings are normally held on Ist Friday of the month at 
7.30 pm at the Federation Uni Gillies St Campus (corner of 
Gillies and Gregory Sts, Lake Wendouree), 


Committee 

President Margaret Rich 
Secretary Emily Noble 
Treasurer Kathy Elder 
Committee Andy Arnold 

Val Hocking 

Graeme Lunt 

John Petheram 

Elva Bird 

Sheree Cartledge 


Correspondence: PO Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350 
Email: Secretary:- Emily Noble 
Editor: Val Hocking 
Treasurer Kathy Elder 
Website: http://fieldnatballarat.wordpress.com 
Club email: ballaratfinc@gmail.com 


Meetings - in person and may continue to be held via Zoom. 
Members will be kept informed of arrangements each month. 
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